






























POVERTY OVERVIEW 

 

1995 Census – Poverty Line taken at 50% of Mean Disposable Income 

Approximates to Lm2000. 

HSB 1994 survey (Delia) suggests that 44% of  households are spending 

beyond their means with the remaining 56% recording saving ratios 

varying from 6.5% - 39% of income.   16% of households were living 

below the poverty line, i.e. a total of 19,000 households, whilst 

outstanding housing applicants stands at 3,450. 

 

TABLE 2 Gross Annual Income of Heads of households 

Gross 

Annual 

Income 

% Total 

Women 

% Total 

Men 

% Lone  

Parent 

Woman 

% Lone 

Parent 

Man 

Lm<1999 55.7 15.2 62.0 39.4 

LM2000- 

5999 

 

33.8 

 

72.6 

 

20.7 

 

46.4 

LM6000+ 1.1 8.1 0.9 5.0 

Non 

respondent 

 

20.4 

 

4.1 

 

16.4 

 

8.9 

Total 

number 

 

25234 

 

94541 

 

5914 

 

1548 

 

From Table 2, as noted by Abela (1998), the greatest majority of men 

head of households (80.7%) stand above poverty line, the majority of 

women heads of households (>55.7%) are situated below the poverty 

line.   There is a greater incidence of lone parents falling below the 

poverty line, however again a greater incidence of these being women.   

As opposed to HBS survey where 16% of households are apparently on 

poverty line, above table gives the figure at 26% of a total of 32,702, as 

opposed to pending Social Applicants at 3,450.  
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DISPOSABLE INCOME IS STANDARDIZED using 

EQUIVALENT SCALES 
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    1
st 

 adult  = 1.00 

    Other adults  = 0.59 

    Child age 1-4 = 0.22 

    Ages 5-10  = 0.27 

    Ages 11-15  = 0.35 

    Ages 16-17  = 0.49  Wright (1996) 

 

Table 3 – Median incomes of Social Housing Applicants      

& Family Expenditure for 1-parent households younger 

than 61 years 

Not Married 

Children 

No of 

Households 

Median income 

Pa 

Household 

Expenditure 

pa 

% 

Households 

Contribute 

For Housing 

0 576 1589 1500 37.5 

1 362 1444 2025 13.5 

2 228 1655 2370 4.5 

3 89 1742 2640 2.4 

4 31 1688 3090 3.0 

5 11 1750 3495 0 

7 1 1750 4425 0 

 

Assuming an old age couple to require 85% family expenditure of a 

younger household, this works out at Lm2,025 p.a.   28% of these 

older applicants earning below Lm4,000 p.a. could contribute 

towards housing cost. 
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